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Re Item V. 

1 . The following documents are referred to in this communication: 

D1 : US-A-5 797 429 (SHUMWAY ET AL) 25 August 1 998 (1 998-08-25) 

2. Document D1 , which is considered to represent the most relevant state of the art, 
discloses (cf.col.5, line 21 - col.9, line 64. fig. 4 - 6) a valve from which the 
subject-matter of claim 1 differs in that it uses a five-way linear spool valve, 

, comprising two pistons connected by a spool located inside a cylinder having five 
ports. By moving the spool back and forth within the cylinder, the ports are alternately 
opened and closed. 

2.1 The subject-matter of claim 1 Is therefore new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

2.2 The problem to be solved by the present invention may be regarded as how to 
provide a valve with a simple construction and Improved sealing. 

2.3 The solution to this problem proposed in claim 1 of the present application is 
considered as involving an Inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) for the following 
reasons: 

A three-way two-position valve is provided, the valve comprising a housing with three 
ports, a valve chamber and a poppet body, the poppet body being adapted for 
reciprocation between two valve seats. 

3 Claims 2 - 19 are dependent on claim 1 and as such also meet the requirements of 
the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 



Re Item VII. 



The features of the claims are not provided with reference signs placed in 
parantheses (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 
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